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Members’ Preferences Sought 
on Site for Convention 


N. C. A. members are being asked 
this week to express their preference 
for one of two western locations, Las 
Vegas and San Francisco, as the site 
for the 1964 Canners Convention. 

The questionnaire being mailed to 
the headquarters office of each N.C.A. 
member with this issue of the INFor- 
MATION LETTER also requests them to 
indicate their first five choices of eight 
possible locations for the 1965, 1966, 
and 1967 Conventions—Atlantic City, 
Chicago, Dallas, Miami Beach, New 
York, Philadelphia, Portland, and St. 
Louis. 

Chicago has tentatively been se- 
lected as the site of the 1963 Canners 
Convention. 


A similar survey of its members is 
being conducted by the C. M. & S. A. 


Board Established to Review 
Federal Pest Control Programs 


The Departments of Agriculture, 
Defense, Interior, and Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare jointly announced 
on October 2 the establishment of a 
Federal Pest Control Review Board. 
The announcement said: 


“The new Federal Pest Control Re- 
view Board will review pest control 
programs and advise the various De- 
partments and agencies of Govern- 
ment concerning problems in the use 
of pesticides and other chemicals, espe- 
cially in cases involving interdepart- 
mental interests and responsibilities. 

“This procedure will make it pos- 
sible for all Departments concerned to 
appraise program objectives, and in- 
sure that the most effective, econom- 
ical, and safest pest control proce- 
dures are followed. In particular, the 
Board will consider problems arising 
from pesticide uses that involve pos- 
sible hazards to human health, to live- 
— and crops, and to fish and wild- 
ie.“ 


The Board was established, it was 
said, to carry out policies announced 
by President Kennedy in a recent spe- 
cial message to Congress on natural 


resources. In that message the Presi- 
dent stressed the need for coordinated 
effort on the part of federal agencies 
engaged in pesticide control programs 
to insure that all such programs will 
properly serve national interests, in- 
cluding public health, agriculture, and 
wildlife conservation. 


The Secretaries of Agriculture, De- 
fense, Interior, and Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare have each desig- 
nated two members to serve on the 
Board. Members of the Board include 
Dr. Robert J. Anderson of the U. 8. 
Public Health Service, who was elected 
chairman; J. K. Kirk, Assistant Com- 
missioner of the FDA; and Dr. W. L. 
Popham, Assistant Administrator of 


The announcement also stated: 


“Advances in technology have led to 
increased use of chemicals in all as- 
pects of present-day living. Chemicals 
are now employed widely and effec- 
tively to control or eradicate a variety 
of pests found to be objectionable, eco- 
nomically wasteful or destructive, or 
hazardous. 


“The use of many of these chemicals 
is essential to human health and com- 
fort, to the maintenance of a safe and 
adequate food supply, to the preserva- 
tion of our natural resources, and to 
the economic well-being of the nation. 
At the same time, the national inter- 
est demands that all such chemicals be 
used intelligently and with full con- 
sideration of any possible adverse side 
effects.” 


Report on Food Stamp Program 


USDA has reported that 143,000 
persons are participating in the food 
stamp program through about 4,000 
retail outlets in the eight pilot areas. 
Through the end of August, USDA 
said, a total of $5,866,214 in food 
stamp coupons was issued to eligible 
families, for which they paid $3,548,- 
055. Thus, bonus coupons totaled 
$2,318,159 or 40 percent of the total, 
and represented increased buying 
power furnished by the government. 
By the end of August, six of the pilot 
projects had been in operation three 
months and two slightly less than two 
months. 


Room Reservations 
for 1962 Convention 


Members who desire rooms at 
the 1962 Convention are urged 
to complete the room request 
form mailed to them a month 
ago, and return it promptly to 
N.C.A. Rooms are now being 
tentatively assigned. 


Smith Tells Meat Canners of 
Canned Foods in Civil Defense 


The essentiality of canned foods to 
civil defense, and the particulars of 
the program for industrial shelters 
worked out by New Jersey Bell Tele- 
phone with N.C.A. assistance, were 
highlights of an address made by 
Milan D. Smith, Executive Vice Presi- 
dent of the N.C.A., to members of the 
National Meat Canners Association at 
Point 8 (near Mobile), Ala., 

1 

Using the civil defense activities of 
the N. C. A. as a principle illustration, 
Mr. Smith indicated how timely, sei- 
entific, and professional Association 
services are. 

Mr. Smith related the story of 
N. C. A. civil defense activities since the 
official testing of canned foods at 
Yucca Flat, Nevada, in 1955, which 
led government authorities to include 
canned foods as the most prominent 
of the recommended emergency shel- 
ter items. Although canned foods are 
stressed in civil defense literature, it 
is only recently that the public has 
begun to act on such recommendations, 
he stated. “All of a sudden that apathy 
toward fallout shelters and emergency 
food supplies has given way to news- 
paper headlines, magazine articles, 
4 products and survival kits at 
retail. 


He explained that the most unique 
feature of the New Jersey industrial 
shelter project “is the fact that the 
emergency foods need not go into dead 
storage against the fatal day of at- 
tack. If a firm has an in-plant feeding 
operation, the emergency supplies can 
be budgeted through that account; the 
foods rotated in and out of the shelter 
into the company cafeteria program. 
Accordingly, this project was placed 
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under the general direction of the food 
management staff.” This feature ap- 
peals to many other large-scale indus- 
trial organizations planning shelters. 
Of 50 food items included in the New 
Jersey plan, 33 are canned. 


Mr. Smith reported that the New 
Jersey plan would be discussed at the 
October 6 meeting of the Industrial 
Cafeteria Managers Association at the 
IBM plant at Endicott, N.Y. “Mem- 
bers of this group serve three million 
meals a day,” he said, and pointed out 
to his audience of meat canners that 
if “they should all adopt the New 
Jersey emergency menu they would 
buy, among other items, 40,000 to 60,- 
000 cases of 2-pound hams and 100,- 
000 to 150,000 cases of corned beef 
hash. The group includes only the 
biggest industrial feeding operations 
—firms like Eastman Kodak, Western 
Electric, DuPont, R. H. Macy, IBM, 
and others.” 


In enumerating N.C.A. services, Mr. 
Smith pointed out that they are both 
professional and practical, and so 
planned and administered as to cover 
every facet of the canning operation 
that it is proper and lawful for a 
trade association to conduct. 


“Down through the years the serv- 
ices of N. C. A. have coped with major 
depressions, wars, and mobilization 
periods, and have been utilized by the 
government in times of serious flood, 
drought, or other disasters. These 
services stand ready and established 
for effective utilization in any over-all 
emergency effort of the industry and 
the nation that might arise in these 
threatening times,” he stated. 

Highlights of Mr. Smith’s address 
were reported in a press release issued 
by the N.C.A. Information Division to 
110 newspapers and 120 radio-TV out- 
lets in Alabama and to the local and 
national wire services and trade 
papers. 


National Kraut Packers Assn. 


J. Arthur Meeter of Meeter Broth- 
ers & Company, Union Grove, Wis., 
was elected president of the National 
Kraut Packers Association at the 
annual meeting. Elbert Garlock of 
the Empire State Pickling Company, 
Phelps, N. Y., was elected vice presi- 
dent, and W. R. Moore, Oak Park, 
Ill., was continued in office as secre- 
tary-treasurer. 


USDA Plentiful Foods Lists 


The USDA Plentiful Foods List for 
October includes cranberries, both 
fresh and processed, and apples, pota- 
toes, broiler-fryers, turkeys, beef, 
cheese, and rice. 

The USDA Plentiful Foods List for 
November includes cranberries, turkey, 
apples, potatoes, cabbage, dried pea 
beans and pinto beans, pork, vegetable 
fats and oils, and pecans and almonds. 


Forecast for Home Economists 


“Cooking School Of Fish And Sea- 
food,” by Phyllis MacDonald, contrib- 
uting food editor, comprises a section 
of articles on fish and seafood in the 
October issue of Forecast For Home 
Economists magazine. The section in- 
cludes the article “Fish from a can.” 

Miss MacDonald says, “Some fish 
are sold in greater quantities canned 
than fresh. Chief among these are 
tuna, sardines and salmon.” The 
author then describes the styles of 
= which each of these may be 
found. 


Two recipes in the article use 
canned tuna, bean sprouts, and con- 
densed mushroom soup. 

Other canned foods used in the se- 
ries of articles are mackerel, con- 
densed tomato soup, crab meat, minced 
clams, tomato juice, shrimp, and 
tomatoes. 


‘Sizing Up Canned Foods’ 


The reasons behind various sizes and 
shapes of canned food packages are 
presented in an item in the release 
“Extra Helpings,” sent recently to 
= — newspapers on an exclusive 


The column serves to distribute 
short filler items on food subjects to 
publications and is prepared period- 
ically by Dudley-Anderson-Yutzy, pub- 
lic relations counsel for N.C.A. for the 
Consumer and Trade Relations Pro- 
gram. 

The shape of the food itself is a 
factor in some instances, according to 
the release. Processing techniques are 
sometimes determining. Consumers 
play a leading role in the selection of 
certain sizes, since marketing experts 
are continuously analyzing shopper's 
requirements, it is pointed out. 


MSSA Requirements 
Grade 


A 


for Canned Pumpkin 


Can Bize Quantity Quantity 
(pounds) (cases) 
2,121,000 48,750 


To be procured by Headquarters, Chicago region, MSG A. 


Canned Foods a Space and 
Cost Saver for Hospitals 


The solution offered by canned foods 
to the kitchen space problem in hos- 
pitals is the subject of a feature arti- 
cle in the October issue of Hospital 
Management. The author is James C. 
Scully of Allied Foods Services Cor- 
poration, who acts as consultant for 
Dudley-Anderson-Yutzy and has been 
a contributor to many phases of the 
institutional projects under the N. C. A. 
Consumer and Trade Relations Pro- 
gram. 

Mr. Scully’s article points out how 
canned foods meet the joint problem 
of lowering hospital food costs and 
utilizing space. Kitchens where space 
is limited because of need to prepare 
large supplies of fresh vegetables and 
fruits need not be redesigned, he 
states. Broader use of prepared foods, 
like canned foods, is the answer, and 
will help solve many budget problems. 

Food preparation is needlessly ex- 
pensive, the article points out, with 
thousands of hours spent each year on 
„chores“ that convenience“ foods 
could eliminate entirely or materially 
reduce. This is especially true in hos- 
pitals where food must be prepared in 
a variety of ways. The feeding of 
geriatric patients with prepared die- 
tetic foods is one case in point. 

With floor plan sketches, the article 
shows how it became possible to serve 
4,000 meals a day in the space that 
formerly could handle only 3,200. It 
cites many examples of cost savings 
drawn from the C.&T.R. institutional 
surveys and publications like “The 
Case of the Silver Lions” and the leaf- 
let “Canned Foods Cut Cost Figures.” 


U. S. Study of Transportation 


The President has directed the U. 8. 
Department of Commerce to recom- 
mend to him a “national transporta- 
tion policy” and the Department has 
undertaken a new study of transpor- 
tation services. 


The Department has invited the 
users of transportation as well as the 
transportation industries to submit 
recommendations for action. The De- 
partment reports that it has received 
numerous responses. 

The study is under the direction of 
Clarence D. Martin, Jr., Under Secre- 
tary of Commerce for Transportation. 

The Commerce Department is sched- 
uled to report to the President on 
November 1 and also to continue its 
study, with a view to presenting rec- 
ommendations for administrative ac- 
tions and legislation. 
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Two Advanced to Top Posts 
in Fruit and Vegetable Div. 


Paul A. Nicholson and Fitzhugh L. 
Southerland were advanced this week 
to top positions in the Fruit and Vege- 
table Division of the Agricultural 
Marketing Service of USDA. Mr. 
Nicholson was named Deputy Director 
of the Division in charge of fruit and 
vegetable marketing agreements and 
orders, school lunch purchases, and 
surplus removal activities. Mr. Sou- 
therland is Acting Deputy Director 
with responsibility for the Division's 
inspection, standardization, regula- 
tory, and market news branches. 


The appointments fill vacancies cre- 
ated after S. R. Smith left the Fruit 
and Vegetable Division to become 
AMS Administrator. Floyd Hedlund 
succeeded Mr. Smith as Division Di- 
rector, and George Grange subse- 
quently became a Deputy AMS Ad- 
ministrator. 


Both Mr. Nicholson and Mr. Sou- 
therland bring to their new positions 
more than 25 years’ experience in 
USDA and in fruit and vegetable 
marketing. Mr. Nicholson has been 
Chief of the Fruit Branch since 1954. 
Mr. Southerland has been Chief of the 
Processed Products Inspections and 
Standardization Branch since 1946. 


FDA Extends Time for Use 
of Petroleum Hydrocarbons 


Utilization of Potatoes 


The quantities of fresh potatoes 
used in processing of food items—such 
as chips, frozen products, dehydration, 
and canning—continued to increase in 
1960, according to a report by the 
Crop Reporting Board of USDA. 


Potatoes utilized in food products 
amounted to 49,265,000 hundredweight 
from the 1960 crop, 40,216,000 hun- 
dredweight from the 1959 crop, and 
34,107,000 hundredweight from the 
1958 crop. Also, sales for diversion, 
such as starch and livestock feed, in- 
creased during 1960. 


Processors of potato chips and shoe- 
strings took about 43 percent of the 
potatoes processed for food items from 
the 1960 crop. The volume of potatoes 
used in these products was up 6 per- 
cent. 


Potatoes from the 1960 crop used 
in making frozen french fries exceeded 
the volume so used in 1959 by 53 per- 
cent. Processors of canned potatoes 
increased their consumption of fresh 
potatoes by 33 percent, and processors 
of flakes, granules, diced and other 
forms of dehydrated potatoes by 32 
percent. The quantity of potatoes 
consumed in the production of canned 
hash, stews and soup declined 2 per- 
cent below the quantity so used in 
1959. 


Tales: 
Table stock. 149,013 140,70 
The FDA has published in > For processing „ total 47.934 60.442 125 
Federal Register of October 4 an order hip „ 21, 
extending the time during which pe- 2 
troleum hydrocarbons may be used in Otherfrosen products 1,173 1,000 +42 
several applications as direct additives Canned potatoes 1,185 1,572 +433 
to food. The order extends until July — 2 prod- 
1, 1962, the time during which the —~ —_ 1.22 1.27 — 2 
petroleum products described in the Starch and flour 7,718 10,177 +32 
regulation may be used in froth flota- 
tion cleaning of vegetables, as de- ed mlm (livestock 40,100 10.606 — 2 
foamers, or in detergents for ge — 8 
insecticide residues from fruit. Fol- Total sales........... 1 7 
lowing is the pertinent part of the .. — 
regulation: Total produe tion 245,700 257,435 + 5 
date 
restrict statute 
Product Specified uses or * . 
Petroleum hydrocarbons: Initial boiling | Defoamer in food processing; limit 3 | July 1, 1062 
point 315°, maximum; final boiling point ppm. residue in final food, 
10°F, maxim: ultraviolet absorptivity | Component of detergent for removing | July 1, 1062 
at 200 my: 0.04 liter per gram, centimeter insecticide from fruit; limit 1 p. p. im. 
residue on fruit. 
In froth-flotation process for cleaning | July 1, 1062 


N. C. A. Laboratory Committees 
To Hold Open Meetings 


The Laboratory Committees of both 
the Washington and Western Labora- 
tory Committees will hold two-day fall 
meetings to review the Laboratory 
programs and make recommendations 
for future work. In both instances 
the first day of the meeting will be 
open to all interested persons, includ- 
ing representatives of allied indus- 
tries, who wish to have a first-hand 
account of developments in the Labo- 
ratory program. This type of meeting 
was tried last year by the Western Re- 
search Laboratory and was well 
attended and favorably received. For 
the benefit of members in the North- 
west, the open portion of the Berkeley 
meeting will be repeated later in Port- 
land, Ore. 

The series of meetings begins with 
the Washington Laboratory Commit- 
tee meeting, starting 9:30 a.m. Mon- 
day, October 30, at N.C.A. Headquar- 
ters in Washington, and continuing in 
closed session the following day. Next 
is the Western Laboratory Committee 
meeting, to be held at the Claremont 
Hotel, Berkeley, Calif., beginning at 
9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, November 8. 
The first day’s presentation will be 
repeated on November 13 at the Sher- 
aton-Portland Hotel in Portland. 

All interested visitors will be wel- 
come, and canners are encouraged to 
bring technical and production per- 
sonnel. Those who plan to attend 
are requested to notify the Association 
Laboratories so that space require- 
ments may be estimated. 


Apple Products for USDA 


USDA announced October 6 the 
purchase of 802,360 cases of canned 
applesauce and 412,200 cases of 
canned sliced apples for distribution 
in the National School Lunch Pro- 
gram. Purchases were made with 
appropriated funds and with Section 
32 money. 

Purchases of canned applesauce 
consisted of 300,000 cases in West 
Virginia, 100,000 cases in Pennsyl- 
vania, 30,000 cases in New Jersey, 
154,700 cases in New York, 100,080 
cases in Michigan, 25,080 cases in 
Tennessee, 15,000 cases in Idaho, 
20,000 cases in Washington, and 
57,500 cases in California, 


Purchases of canned sliced apples 
consisted of 112,200 cases in New 
York, 200,000 cases in Pennsylvania, 
75,000 cases in Virginia, 6,000 cases 
in Michigan, 6,000 cases in Wiscon- 
sin, 3,000 cases in California, and 
10,000 cases in Washington. 
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Mexican Farm Labor Program 


H.R. 2010, a bill to extend the Mexi- 
can farm labor program for two addi- 
tional years, was signed reluctantly 
by the President on October 3. 

“I have done so,” the President 
stated, “despite the failure to include 
in the legislation provisions which I 
believe necessary to protect domestic 
farm workers . . . Studies of the oper- 
ation of the Mexican labor program 
have clearly established that it is ad- 
versely affecting the wages, working 
conditions and employment opportuni- 
ties of our own agricultural workers, 
large numbers of whom are unem- 
ployed or underemployed . . . Present 
law, however, provides broad author- 
ity to regulate the conditions under 
which Mexican workers are to be em- 
ployed . . . Therefore, I sign this bill 
with the assurance that the Secretary 
of Labor will, by every means at his 
disposal, use the authority vested in 
him under the law to prescribe the 
standards and to make the determina- 
tions essential for the protection of 
the wages and working conditions of 
domestic agricultural workers.” 

The bill signed by the President, 
Public Law 87-345, extends the Mexi- 
ean farm labor program authorized 
by Title V of the Agricultural Act of 
1949, as amended, until December 31, 
1963. The program, which has been 
extended several times, was scheduled 
to expire on December 31, 1961. 

Prior to its amendment this year, 
the Act prohibited workers recruited 
under the program from being made 
available in any area unless the Sec- 
retary of Labor found that: 

(1) Sufficient domestic workers who 
are able, willing and qualified are not 
available at the time and place needed 
to perform the work for which Mexi- 
can workers are to be employed; 


(2) The employment of Mexican 
workers will not adversely affect the 
wages and working conditions of do- 
mestic agricultural workers who are 
similarly employed; 

(3) Reasonable efforts have been 
made to attract domestic workers for 
such employment at wages and stand- 
ard hours of work comparable to those 
offered the Mexican workers. 

The 1961 amendments add “work- 
ing conditions,” in addition to “wages 
and standard hours of work,” to the 
third of these criteria. The new law 
also provides that “No workers re- 
cruited under this title shall be made 
available to any employer, or per- 
mitted to remain in the employ of 
any employer: 

“(1) for employment in other than 
temporary or seasonal occupations, 


Stocks of Pineapple and Pineapple Juice on August 31 


(N.C.A. Division of Statistics) 


Canners’ Stocks, Season Shipments 


Supply August 31 to August 31 
Carry- 1000 01 1901-02 1960 1961 1900 1961 
over 
month (thousands of actual cases) 
May 31 17,046 20,305 12,787 15,931 4.80 1.461 
Pineapple juice......... May 31 13,061 13,530 9,526 11,064 3,535 2,465 


Source; Pineapple Growers Association of Hawaii. 


except in specific cases when found by 
the Secretary of Labor necessary to 
avoid undue hardship. 


“(2) for employment to operate or 
maintain power-driven self-propelled 
harvesting, planting, or cultivating 
machinery, except in specific cases 
when found by the Secretary of Labor 
necessary for a temporary period to 
avoid undue hardship.” 


U. S. Office of Nutrition 


A bill to establish an Office of Nu- 
trition in the Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare was intro- 
duced on September 25 by Representa- 
tive King (Utah). The bill, H.R. 
9440, has been referred to the House 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce. 

The new Office would be headed by 
a Commissioner of Nutrition, ap- 
pointed by the President, who would 
“conduct and encourage, cooperate 
with, and render assistance to other 
appropriate public authorities, scien- 
tific institutions, and scientists in the 
conduct of, and promote the coordina- 
tion of, research, investigations, ex- 
periments, demonstrations, and 
studies in the field of human nutri- 


In carrying out these responsibil- 
ities, the Commissioner would be 
authorized to: (1) collect and dissem- 
inate information on research in the 
field of human nutrition and its prac- 
tical application; (2) make research 
facilities available to public author- 
ities, health officials, and scientists 
concerned with human nutrition; (3) 
establish and maintain research fel- 
lowships in the field of human nutri- 
tion; (4) make grants-in-aid to 
universities, hospitals, laboratories 
and other public or private institu- 
tions for the purpose of developing 
educational facilities and encouraging 
more adequate training of students in 
nutritional science; (5) secure the ad- 
vice and assistance of experts, schol- 
ars, and consultants; and (6) supply 
technical advice and assistance in the 
application of statistical methods to 
experiments, studies, and surveys in 
the field of human nutrition. 


The legislation would also establish 
a National Advisory Council on 
Human Nutrition to advise and consult 
with the Commissioner of Nutrition. 
It would consist of 15 members ap- 
pointed by the Secretary of Health, 
Education, and Welfare. Each would 
be a recognized authority in the field 
of human nutrition or biologic chem- 
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